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Amendments to the Claims : 



T 



1 (currently |amended) : A method of power sequence 
protection for a level Uhifter comprising the steps of: 



(a) placing the lev^el shifter in a pre-selected state if 
an input voltage suppli^ f o r an input ai g n-al is not powered on 
before an output voltage supply t o r an o utput si g nal is 
powered on; and 

(b) releasing the [level shifter from the pre-selected 



state t o f o llow transitji o ns o f - ah in p ut ai ij ual when the input 
voltage supply and the joutput voltage supply are [ [is] ] 
powered on. 



2 (original) :| The method of Claim 1 wherein step 
(a) comprises connectiiJg a cotittiLon voltage rail to an output 
signal port or an inveaited output signal port of the level 
shifter, j 



3 (original) : 
(b) comprises presentidg 
port or the inverted output 



4 (currently 
circuit comprising ; 



The method of Claim 2 wherein step 
a high impedance to the output signal 
signal port of the level shifter. 



amended) : A power sequence protection 



a latch electrical[Ly coupled to an input voltage supply 
and an output voltage supply; and 

a switch electricajlly coupled to the latch wherein the 
latch gets the switch tb [ [has] ] a first state for holding a 
level shifter in a pre-selected state if the output voltage 
supply is powered on wh^n the input voltage supply is not 
powered on and wherein the latch sets the switch ho a second 
state for releasing the| level shifter from the pre-selected 
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Bta-te when t o - f o ll o w tq&nsitioiis of an input qi g nal if the 

input voltage supply and the output voltage guptslv are [lis]] 
powered on, | 



5 (original) j The power secjuence protection circuit 

I 

of Claim 4 wherein the [switch connects a common voltage rail 

to an output signal po^t or an inverted output signal port of 

the level shifter in tile first state, 

( 
t 

E 

6 (original) ^ The power sequence protection circuit 
of Claim 5 wherein the [switch presents a high impedance to the 
output signal port or tjhe inverted output signal port of the 



level shifter in the second state, 



7 (original) a The power sequence protection circuit 
of Claim 4 further comprising the level shifter . 

8 (previously presented) : A power sequence 
protection circuit convjirising; 

a switch coMiectec. to a level shifter between an output 
signal port or an inverted output signal port of the level 
shifter and a common vc^ltage rail; and 

E 

a latch connected Sto the switch to drive the switch to a 

I 

d 

conducting state if an (input voltage supply is not powered on 
when an output voltage jsupply is powered on and to drive the 
switch to a non-conduct|ing state if the input voltage supply 
and is po wer e d on wh e n jthe output voltage supply are [[is]] 
powered on. | 

\ 

c 

9 (previous!^ presented) ; The power sequence 
protection circuit of c|laim 8 wherein the switch comprises two 

field effect transistors connected in series. 

) 
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10 {previousl|7 
protection circuit of 
field effect transistor|s 
field effect transistor 
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presented) ; The power sequence 
aim 8 wherein the latch comprises two 

connected in series between a third 
and. the common voltage rail . 
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